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Be a proud member of TCA, participate in its activities and encourage others to join TCA !!



esth B ﬁ"’o‘{)&.,)@é Yoo - 2005 Sﬁdgaﬁgo

CTa1 ISV~
20°8 SDED

528386
J@Q%Tg

§%3~63°8
59 JDED

583580
Sefye DEY
Jodd Dose

@088 HoliP
oA J)de
&)sl 57058
0% &5

BWAE BT e
g0 Dol

oad Gerao
a‘DLS“’Oeg c‘f)_ef@

BDHTN PoTr S
o7 75

TELUGU CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box #142241
Austin, TX 78714-2241

e-mail: teluguvani@austintelugu.org
Online: http://www.austintelugu.org
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Message from the 2005 TCA Chairperson

- Chary Tamirisa
Dear TCA Members,

The TCA Executive board joins me in wishing all TCA members and the community at large, a very
happy Ugadi. The Telugu Ugadi or New Year was on April 9", 2005 and the name of this year is Sri
Paarthiva.

I wish to thank you for electing the current TCA Executive board members. It is indeed a privilege to be
part of the TCA Executive board.

With your active support and participation, we plan to organize a variety of cultural programs and
community services. We would like to continue to support visiting artists from India by helping with
their presentations in Austin. We would like to create more opportunities for participation from our youth
and young adults.

We plan to revitalize the Swara Madhuri (group songs) and the Kala Pradarshini (drama). We will invite
other non-profit organizations to participate in our programs and work with other Indian Organizations
(ICC, etc.) to enhance inter-community camaraderie.

These are ambitious goals. However, with your participation, we can make them a reality.

Again, thanks for giving us the opportunity to serve the Telugu Community of Austin.

Sincerely,

Chary Tamirisa
Chairperson

TCA 2005
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Comparative book review:
- The Dairies of Anne Frank and To Kill a Mockingbird

- Vamsi Vishnubhotla

A young Jewish girl fighting to survive the Nazis’ reign of suffering and an even younger girl
living a close to everyday life. Now, at first glace, you must think that these books must have
absolutely nothing in common. But digging a bit deeper, you will notice many similarities. What
on earth could they possibly have in common? Themes.

The Dairies of Anne Frank and To Kill A Mockingbird have important themes, one of which is
racism. Racism is shown in The Dairies of Anne Frank by how the Nazis persecuted the Jews
just because of their faith. Anne’s family, Peter’s family and Mr. Dussel all had to go into hiding
to escape the Nazi concentration camps. In To Kill A Mockingbird, on the other hand, the racism
was expressed towards African-Americans. In the case of Tom Robinson, he was found guilty
for a crime he did not commit, mostly because of the color of his skin. In those days, African-
Americans were subjected to so much racial torment and often considered lowest in the society.
Both of these books show racism at its worst and much, much more.

As each story progresses, you begin to see the signs of maturity, understanding and adulthood
grow among the kids. For example, in To Kill A Mockingbird, when Mrs. Dubose died, Jem
suddenly began to look at the world with a new understanding. He began to put a lot more
thought into things and became much more responsible. However, like most people, he never
lost that childish quality that made him who he was. This was not much different from The
Dairies of Anne Frank. Although it was not as sudden as Jem’s, Anne’s perspective of the world
around her began to change. She realized how much evil was in the world and what it could do.
She, too, started to become more mature. This is yet another theme that these books have in
common. But this is not all there is.

The loss of innocence is another very important theme expressed through these books. It is
shown in The Dairies of Anne Frank in multiple ways. One way would obviously be the death of
many Jews and the other would be when Mr. Van Dann steals bread from the Annex stock.
Although a victim, Mr. Van Dann became a thief as well. The loss of innocence is also shown in
To Kill A Mockingbird. The death of Tom Robinson would be a good example. This incident
relates to the phrase: “ It's a sin to kill a mockingbird,” which is repeated throughout the novel.

At first, I'm sure that you can tell that these two books are vary different, but now that we did a
bit of digging, what do you say. They weren't very different after all. But either way, they're a
great pair of books!

(Master Vamsi Vishnubhotla is 13 yr old Austinite, studying 8th Grade - Chisholm Trail Middle School,
Round Rock. Vamsi enjoys reading books, drawing, playing video games & chess. He is a student of
Carnatic vocal music, Mridangam & Tabla.)
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India as a Literary Area - Unsolved Problems in Literary Trends

"Modern Hindi may be considered as a hybrid of many
literary dialects, though rated as a single literary
language. In fact most of the dialects have literature
earlier than Khariboli (Modern standard Hindi).
Literature appeared in the 12th century in 'Awadhi’, a
dialect of Hindi. In the 'Maithili' dialect the writings of
Vidyapati are known from the 16th century. In the
'‘Bhojpuri’ dialect there has been literature since 15th
century."

"The songs of Tansen of the 14th century and the
bhajans of Mirabai of the 15th century are in 'Brijbhasa’
a dialect of western Hindi. Rajasthani and Bihari,
though listed as separate languages in the constitution,
are now considered as western and eastern dialects of
Hindi. The exact dating of Hindi literature is therefore a
confusing problem, at least for non-Hindi speakers."

"Old Sindhi is said to have a classic Mahabharata in the
10th century which was translated into Arabic. But
there has not been any recorded literature in this
language till the 18th century. It is not clear why there
is a gap of eight centuries.”

"There is unwritten literature in many 'tribal’ languages
as ballads and heroic songs besides stories relating to
Ramayana and Mahabharata. In most of them
Ramayana is more popular. The most unfortunate thing
is that most oral poetry in non-literary languages has not
been recorded, documented and preserved since
independence. There is some awareness of the
importance of collecting and documenting ‘folk
literature' in recent times but the amount of work done
so far is insignificant."”

"In the 12th century, Telugu and Kannada shared the
native poetry (Desi Kavita) movement under the
influence of Vira Saiva school. Surprisingly, it was
during the same period that the Telugu-Kannada
common script got separated for reasons not yet known.
While Prose writings abounded in Karnataka and
Orissa, in Andhra which is geographically in-between,
prose works did not appear until two centuries later."

"Thirteenth century Telugu and Kannada literatures
witnessed a voilent urge of Vira Saiva poets who
demanded that all writings should be in 'pure’ language,
devoid of long Sanskritic compounds. But they never
managed to practice whatthey preached. It was left to
the Jain poet Andayya to write a prose work in 'pure’
Kannada with pun and paronomasia, a feature unknown
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both earlier and later. This argument did not concern
Tamil where native feelings have always been
dominant. A similar 'pure’ Telugu movement cropped
up once again through Ponniganti Telaganna's "Yayati
Caritra’. But the 'pure' langauge movements did not
have any following worth the name in Andhra and
Karnataka and the works never attained any literary
respectability.”

"The movement for 'pure Hindi' came about 4 centuries
later (17th century) but was out of circulation soon after
it appeared. Suddha Malayalam movement was to
follow it a century later.”

"A literary style called 'mani-pravala’ with native
vocabulary and Sanskrit words and phrases in case
termination was very popular in Malayalam in the 13th
century and in Telugu and Kannada in the 12th century.
But it is not clear why such a practice is not attested in
languages of the Indo-Aryan family. Malyalam of this
period has many sandesa poems patterned after
Kalidasa's Megha Sandesam. This form and content did
not attract any other literature of either contemporary or
later periods and the reasons for this are not very clear"

"Monotheism under the influence of Islam and Sufi
literature appear to be the universal tendencies in North
Indian literatures of the 14th century. Folk songs and
prose commentaries appeared in Gujarati, lyrical poetry
in Bihari (Maithili dialect), mangala kirtans in Bengali,
Pattu and sandesa songs in Malayalam, abhang songs
and oli kathavacan in Marathi, odes and/or tragic poetry
in Kasmiribut in Oriya metrical prose writings
beginning with letters in alphabetical order abounded
and continued umabated for centuries. The lingusitic
gymnastics started in Kannada and Telugu by the vira
saiva school of writers a century ago got settled down
only in Oriya but not in the langauges in which it
started.Prose literature was not appreciated expect in
Gujarati. The reason for the tragic feelings of the
Kasmiris still eludes us."

"Mysticism and Sufism pervaded the Hindi-belt in the
15th century under the socio-religious movements of
Kabir and Vidyapati and later through Purandara Dasa
and Vemana etc in the South. One theory is that most of
these writers who opposed ritual, who pleaded in favor
of devotion to God and social equalities were all
artisans and/or 'uneducated’ people whose livelihood
was effected by the rise of feudalism. Assamese and
Kashmiri of the period produced one-act plays and
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rupakas for the first time in Indian literature and
Malyalam has epic prose works."

"In the 16th century, Punjabi was rich in biographies,
Hindi in dasa sahiti, dingal and historical poems,
Rajasthani in Bhajans, but Bengali produced Kacra
diaries, a unique form of literature. The period was
peaceful almost throughout the country in terms of
political history, but this period produced only
devotional and didactic literature.”

"In the 17th century, Bengali has Larayi poems,
Guijarati has didactic poetry, Marathi produced Powara
war songs and Bakhal chronicles and Punjabi has heroic
ballads and Jung Nama literature, reflecting the political
turmoil of the period. Oriya literature of this time is
unique in that it produced novels (in verse) dealing with
the problems of the common man. Assamese was
enriched by prose works, social histories and Aham
Buranji literature while down South, most literary
langauges passed through a period of inactivity."

"During the 18th century, Oriya literature was full of
linguistic gymnastics as in Telugu. Malyalam and
Marathi  literatures produced dance-dramas, an
innovation not shared by other languages. Bengalis and
Telugus were busy demonstrating ex tempore
versification almost taken to the level of a literary
movement." "There are several unresolved issues in the
literary trends of Indian languages. In Punjab, the arena
where Mahabharata war was said to have been fought,
there is not even an adaptation of the epic. Nor has this
occurred in its borderstates of Kashmir, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, and Bihar. That the North Indian languages
have not given much importance to the epic stories till
the 18th century only because of the adverse influence
of Islam is not a tenable arguement. To believe that the
three great epics became popular as a result of the
counter-movement against Jainism and Budhism in the
South and Islam in the North is equally unconvincing.”

"Barring Marathi none of the Indian languages has
popular literature celebrating Bhagavad Gita. Tulasi
Ramayan in Hindi and Kampa Ramayanam in Tamil are
very polular, but in Telugu, Oriya, Gujarati and Bengali
Bhagavata is more popular, while the writings of
Suradas and Mira are more popular in the western part
of India."

"Perhaps owing to the socio-political upheavals, tragic
ballads, odes andsongs are more popular than other
literary forms in Kashmiri, Punjabi and Sindhi, but not
so, for unknown reasons, in Rajasthani and Gujarati."
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"Dramas appeared first in Marathi in the 13th century,
in Oriya in the 14™ century, and in Assamese and
Kashmiri in the 15th. But in Bengal, which is
geographically in-between Orissa and Assam, such
literature appeared only in the 18th century. Short story
was unknown except in Tamil until the 16th-17th
century. None of the North Indian languages except
Kashmiri has scientific literature before the 15th
century."

"Prose literature appeared first in Kannada and Oriya in
the 12th century but not until the 16th century in other
languages. None of the Indo-Aryan languages have
inscriptional literature. Ex tempore versification and
improvisations are acclaimed as literatures only by
Telugus, Bengalis and Oriyas, but not by others. Of all
the literatures, why did Assamese and Maharashtrians
have an eye and liking for historical records?"

"Non-Brahmin poets abounded only in Marathi and
Tamil. What special social conditions prevailed in these
areas for this to happen?"

"In a vast country such as ours, there must have been
many revolts, rebellions etc. against the rulers that must
have been recorded in folk lore and other popular forms
of poetry, though not by ‘history’. We have not
collected, collated, translated and documented all that
could be gathered through field studies. There are no
social histories worth the name for any language group
in India." "Even though linguistic fanaticism shows its
ugly head now and then, and love for one's own
language and literature (sometimes at the expense of
other languages and literatures) is rampant, 'pure'
language movements

have not survived in any language, except perhaps in
Tamil. Despite socio-political reasons, protests,
linguistic animosities, Sanskritization is still unabated
and the hard core of Indian society has more
commonness than otherwise."

"During war and peace alike, different linguistic groups
came into contact with each other, whether they are of
literary or non-literary type. These contacts must have
carved out a commonness between different linguistic
groups which can be established by comparitive studies.
Eventhough there is a recent trend in establishing chairs
for comparitive literatures, much needs to be done in
this area."”
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"The failure of the 3 language formula in the North
coupled with the indifference of North Indian scholars
“to cultivate any South Indian languages and the
reciprocal attitudes of South Indian scholars is resulting
in an isolation that is neither good for one's own
language and literature nor to the national spirit.”

"A lot of field work needs to be done to collect folk-lore
and the socio-economic history of the country must be
reconstructed. Literary histories have to be studied in
relation to socio-political and  socio-economic

conditions. While a comparitive study is made certain
objectivity must be exercised. All that we have is not
necessarily the best and the most ancient. Antiquity
initself is not a virtue. Each language has a literature

The following are the times at which the earliest
known literary works appeared in various Indian
languages (other than Sanskrit, Prakrit and Pali
Date of first Date of first
known Literary  known

Language

with its strong and weak points.”
The following gives the centuries in which the first
adaptations appeared in various languages
Language Bharata REIEVEED Bhagavata  Epics/
Puranas
Assamese | 16 13 13 15
Oriya 14 14 16 14
Kannada 10 16 - 9
Kashmiri - 17 17 16
Gujarati - 14 14 -
Tamil 10 10 7 6
Telugu 11 12 14 12
Punjabi - 17 17 -
Bihari - - 15 -
Bengali 15 14 13 -
Marathi 13 16 13 17
Malayalam | - 14 15 15
Rajasthani | - - 16 -
Sindhi 10/11 | - - -
Hindi - 15 15 -
(Urdu)

work Inscription
Tamil 4" century BC (1) | 1* century
Kannada 9™ century 5™ century
Telugu 11" century (3) | 2™ century
Malayalam | 13" century 10™ century
Tulu 17" century
Hindi 8" century
Assamese 10" century
Bengali 10™ century
Sindhi 18" century
Oriya 12" century
Marathi 12" century
Gujarati 12" century
Bihari 12" century
Kasmiri 13" century
Punjabi 13" century
Urdu 15" century
Nepali 18" century
Notes:

1. The oldest literature other than Sanskrit and Prakrit
in the sub-continent.The earliest work is Tolkappiyam,
which is a treatise on grammar.

2. Only the South Indian Languages have inscriptional
literature that predate literary dialects.

3. The first known literary works in Telugu are
Mahabharata of Nannaya and a mathematical treatise
called Mallana Ganitam, which appeared almost
simultaneously.

4. North Indian literatures did not produce scientific
literature either as adaptations or as improvements of
what was available in Sanskrit or prakrit.

Sri Budaraju Radhakrishna (1932), born in Vetapalem, Prakasam Dist., received his Ph.D. in 1965 for his dissertation on
“A historical grammar of inscriptional Telugu” from the Andhra University. He worked as a lecturer in Telugu, Research
Officer and Deputy Director in charge of the Telugu Academy. He has been a visiting professor of Hyderabad Central
University and Principal of Eenadu School of Journalism. He conducted a socio-linguistic survey of Andhra Pradesh while
working in Telugu Academy besides editing a series of monographs on Telugu dialects, two premiers each for GoonDii and
Kooya languages and a couple of dictionaries. Important among his many publications are: a dialect of occupational terms
related to house construction architecture, early Telugu inscriptions, Vyaavahaarika bhaashaa Vikaasam, Eenadu
bhaashaa swaruupam, Eenadu Vyavahaara Kosam, Saahitii vyaasaalu and Bhashaa Saastra vyaasaalu, Journalijam —
avagaahana-aacaraNa, mATala mUTalu, mATalU-mArpulU, telugu jAtlyAlu, mATala vADuka, vADuka mATalu etc.
Sri Radhakrishna’s columns in Eenadu are very popular among linguists and literary enthusiasts for over two decades.
His sons Sreenivas and Seetharam live in Austin, TX,.with family and friends — Ed.
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